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In Attendance 
Dr. Amy Castro, Iris Corpus, Adriana Dement, Mary Foley, Dr. Ligia Hallstrom, Edith Jimenez, Dr. Tamarra Jones, Thomas 
Lovinger, Ivonne Magallanes, Samuel Monroy, Dr. Jila Nikkhah, Janira Pérez, Stephanie Rebollar, Jerome Samonte, Henry 
Torres, Danielle Vicencio, and Dr. Marisa Wantanabe. 

 

Welcome and Introductions 
Dr. Tamarra Jones welcomed all in attendance and a roll call was taken. 

 

Meeting Highlights from October 13, 2021 
The group reviewed the meeting highlights from 10/13/2021. Sam Monroy noted that the requested documents listed 
under “next steps” are currently being developed by the Education Workgroup and will be shared with the Access 
Workgroup once finalized. 

 

Member Updates/Announcements 

• No member updates or announcements were shared. 
 

Overview of Orange County Oral Health Related Data 

Dr. Amy Castro from the County of Orange-Health Care Agency shared with the workgroup data maps on oral health 
findings in Orange County (OC). The data is from the 2017-2018 California Health Interview Survey (CHIS). The survey 
was developed by the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and was conducted telephonically. 1,146 households 
participated in the survey; 1,127 adults and 91 persons under the age of 19, which consisted of teens and children (a 
parent or guardian was interview for the children), were interviewed. Recent data results for 2020-2021 is available, 
however, data from 2017-2018 may better represent what a normal year may have looked like prior to the changes 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. The following findings from five (5) OC data maps were shared:  

• Percent of children who visited dentist, 88.3 to 90.2 (lowest percent in Central OC, when compared to North and 
South OC). Data presented is a city average. Some zip codes within a city may indicate a lower percentage. 

• Percent of adults without dental insurance, 37.9 to 47.9 (highest percent in Santa Ana, however other cities in OC 
had a significant percentage).  

• Percent of adults who visited the dentist, 68.7 to 72.7 (lowest percent in Central OC, data also indicated cities 
beyond central OC had a high percentage). 

• Percent of adults with teeth in fair/poor condition, 23.8 to 32.5 (highest percent in Central OC, data also showed 
cities surrounding central OC had a significant percentage). 

• Percent of children eligible for free and reduced priced meals at OC schools, Schools in Central OC have schools 
where more than 80% of students qualify for the low-income meals program. Data also indicated cities beyond 
Central OC had a percentages where the majority of students qualify for the meal program.  

Sam Monroy shared the following discussion points from the findings: 

• There was a large proportion of adults, specifically older adults, that rely on Medicare, that do not have dental 
coverage. Also, dental insurance may not be offered through an employer or may be an additional cost. 

• A data map of FQHCs in OC indicated many health centers are located in areas where services are needed. 

• Individuals with Medi-Cal may not know dental services are covered. Families with Medi-Cal may be taking their 
children to the dentist, but are not seeing the dentist for their own adult dental care. 
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• Adults may be delaying dental care due to high insurance deductible, no dental coverage, or no immediate dental 
issues. 

• Oral health needs have been identified in cities outside of Central OC. 

• The Access & Utilization of Dental Services Workgroup will be looking further into the data to develop potential 
resources to address some of the oral health needs for children and adults.  

• There is a total of 191 Title One schools in OC. Children that qualify for the meal program are typically also eligible 
for Medi-Cal services. Implementation of a dental care-coordination program with this population would help 
increase the number of children linked to dental care services.  

 
2022 Meeting Calendar 
Sam Monroy shared with members the 2022 Collaborative and Workgroup calendar. 

• Outlook meeting invites have been updated. 

• Meetings will continue to be virtual. 

• LOHP is planning a Dental Client Advocacy meeting during the late Spring or early Summer. A meeting date will be 
shared as it becomes available. 

 
Next Steps 

• Develop data map of three (3) to five (5) zip codes from selected cities to identify areas of oral health needs.  
 

Next Meeting:  January 19, 2022, 10:15 am - 11:15 am 


