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In Attendance 
Marty Dellapenna, Adriana Dement, Mary Foley, Bianca Garcia, Jessica Hodgeson, Maridet Ibañez, Dr. Tamarra Jones, 
Thomas Lovinger, Ivonne Magallanes, Claudia Magee, Sam Monroy, Dr. Jila Nikkhah, Gina Osborne, Janira Perez, 
Stephanie Rebollar, Jerome Samonte, and Henry Torres 

 

Welcome and Introductions 
Dr. Tamarra Jones welcomed all in attendance and roll call was taken. 

 

Meeting Highlights from 1/20/2021 
The group reviewed the meeting highlights from 1/20/2021. There were no suggested changes. 

 

Member Updates/ Announcements 
 Adriana Dement from the Medi-Cal Dental Program announced: 

o A toolkit for primary care physicians is available on the Smile, California website under the 

Partner/Provider section. The toolkit is focused on helping improve assessments and referrals to oral 

health care.  

o The Clean Routine Fotonovela has been translated to Spanish and will be available on the Smile, 

California website. 

 Thomas Lovinger from Golden Age Dental shared with the workgroup an update on the impact of COVID on 

dental care in skilled nursing facilities: 

o It has become very difficult for residents of these facilities to access dental care services because of 
COVID restrictions and their dental health is being impacted.     

o Thomas shared that he is seeking ways to improve routine dental care and dental services with the long-

term care and skilled nursing facilities staff. Outreach and education is needed with both facility staff and 

resident’s families who can help pressure facilities to improve.  

o His organization is interested in starting a mobile dental service for underserved businesses that have 

primarily low wage earners. Sam Monroy suggested it would be best to share a portion of this discussion 

with the Access to & Utilization of Dental Services workgroup. 

Review List of Oral Health Materials for Pregnant Women to be Added to First 5 Kit   
 Sam Monroy shared with workgroup members resources for pregnant women that can potentially be added to 

the kit for new parents. Sam reviewed material from the American Pediatrics Association (AAP), American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD), the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), and the 
National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center. The following items were discussed: 

o Oral health information in kits would be for pregnant women and for families with small children and 
infants. 

o Some oral health resources are intended for providers due to content and are not user friendly.  
o Sam asked the workgroup if the oral health resources from the National Center on Early Childhood 

Health and Wellness should be provided in a complete series for small children or provide oral health 
information only for pregnant women. The group agreed that the resources are important but it may be 
too much for clients at one time.  
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o Sam would like to seek information available from the workgroup members who support prenatal 
women. He also suggested working in small groups review materials already being distributed and 
determine what is missing and come up with one set of materials that would be used. One group would 
focus on pregnancy related resources and the other group would focus on postpartum/infant related 
materials. The workgroup agreed to use the small subgroup approach to review the materials.  

 
Review of Updated Pregnancy Webpage on SmileHabitsOC 

 Sam Monroy informed the workgroup that the pregnancy webpage had been updated with suggestions from 
the workgroup after reviewing the page during the last meeting: 

o Updated images  
o Updated titles and images of the informational tiles 

 Sam asked the work group to review the revised pregnancy page and the six informational tiles and share any 
information needed during the next workgroup meeting. Sam to send members link to pregnancy webpage. 
https://smilehabitsoc.org/pregnant-and-post-partum-women/  

 

Review of Strategic Plan and Action Plan 

    Sam asked the workgroup if the task of providing oral health education and outreach material for assisted living 
staff and caregivers should be added to the action plan. The group agreed and next steps will be discussed 
during the workgroup meeting in March. 

  Sam had a meeting with staff of the Santa Ana Early Learning Initiative (SAELI). From their discussion he learned: 
o About 60 to 70 parents are still active during monthly virtual meetings or by telephone calls. 
o Parents have a concern with access to dental care. Some parents are not sure if it is safe to visit the 

dentist. 
o Sam suggested that LOHP: 

o Provide SAELI parents with a training(s) on oral health using the revised Oral Health 101 
presentation. 

o Provide oral health kits and education materials to each family.  
o Parents would then follow the “Champions” model by sharing the oral health information with their 

neighbors, and peers to help engage in dental care. 
Next Steps: 

 Review updated pregnancy web page of Smile Habits OC 

 Discuss outreach and materials for skilled nursing facilities and resident families 

 
Next Meeting: March 10, 2021, 9:00am - 10:00am 

https://smilehabitsoc.org/pregnant-and-post-partum-women/

